Year 1 History Schools: Then and Now Concept: Equality
National Curriculum Focus: Changes within living memory;
significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.

Builds on knowledge & skills: Y1 Geography (Our School); Y1 PSHE
(Being Me in my World). NB: Skills to be taught in parallel.

What should I know already?

Recommended Reads







That history teaches us about the past and what has changed over
time up until today;
That school is a place that children go so that they can learn;
That Priory Primary School is the school that I go to;
That there are different parts of the school to learn in depending
on how old I am;
That the rules about going to school and what happens at school
have changed since my parents and grandparents were there.

Key vocabulary
Apprentice

Somebody who learns how to do a difficult job
from a person who can already do it well.

Governess

A lady who lives with a rich family so that she can look after
and teach their children.

Arithmetic

The part of Maths that is all about numbers.
Arithmetic was one of the first subjects in schools.

Independent
school

A school where you have to pay fees to be allowed to learn
there. Most schools in the UK began as independent schools.

Century

One hundred years. Most of the big changes in
th
schools happened in the 19 century (1800-1899).

National
Curriculum

Part of the law that makes sure all teachers in the UK teach
the same subjects and types of lessons to their children.

Charity

A way to help others for free. Charity schools used
to help poor families and teach their children.

Primary
school

A place where nursery (3-4 years old), infant (4-7 years old)
and junior (7-11 years old) children go to school.

Compulsory

Something that you have to do. It is compulsory to
go to school until you are 18 years old in the UK.

Subject

The different parts of what children learn at school.
Examples of subjects are English, Maths, Science and History.

Education

Learning by teaching somebody or being taught
yourself. Children go to school for an education.

Teacher

A person who looks after a class of children and helps them
to learn while they are at school.

Key knowledge – Is school a better place to learn today than it ever has been?
When was the first
school opened and
what was it like?



Why didn’t all children
go to school in the
past?







You will learn more
about this in Y4 –
Victorian Dudley.
How did children learn
if they didn’t go to
school?








Before children went to school, they were taught at home by their families. A lot of things weren’t written down
but were taught through speaking and listening.
To begin with, schools in England were run by the church. In 597, the first school that we know about opened in
Canterbury, called King’s School. It is still open today and may even be the oldest school in the world! Most
schools were set up to get children ready for jobs such as working in the church or working for the government.
A lot of independent and grammar schools asked for money from the families of the children who went there.
Unfortunately, many families could not afford the fees. Over time, the cost of going to school became less and
less, until it was free for most primary school children to go.
Children from poorer families had to go to work to make sure there was enough money for them all to live. They
would work underground in the mines, in the factories and even up chimneys. Because of this, there was no
time left for them to go to school. Even when school was compulsory, it was sometimes more important for the
children to go to work.
Some children were taught at home, in the same way as they were before there were schools. If a family had a
large house and enough money, they might have a governess to look after and teach the children there.
Some children had an apprenticeship. This meant they could go to live and work with someone who was a
skilled worker so that they could learn their skills and get paid at the same time. Good examples of this are
bakers and tailors.
Charity schools became popular for children who went to work or were part of a poor family and couldn’t afford
school fees. Children were taught how to read and write and were given some basic clothes, often for free.
th
Sunday schools started in the 18 century and were run on a Sunday because it was the same day as church and
there was no work. Children would learn to read and write using the Bible.
th
In the 19 century, ragged schools were set up as another type of charity school and were quite popular before
school was made compulsory. Children were taught by volunteers and their classrooms could be anywhere!

What did a day at
school look like in the
past?






Why do I have to go to
school now?




You will learn more
about this in Y4 –
Victorian Dudley.



What is the history of
my school?




You will learn more
about this in Y3 – Priory
Ruins.





Before schools became compulsory, they taught reading, writing and arithmetic as the most important subjects.
Today, the National Curriculum makes sure that every teacher in the United Kingdom teaches the same thing.
Schools had bare walls and high windows so children couldn’t look outside. Each child sat in rows at a desk on
their own. Lessons were from 9am to 12pm and 2pm to 5pm, with a two hour break where children could go
home and eat or help with jobs. Each class might have had children in it who were different ages.
Teachers were usually ladies because they weren’t paid as much as men. They didn’t need to train to be teachers
and learnt how to teach as they did it! They were also very strict and would often use a cane to hit children who
misbehaved or didn’t do their work properly. School was not an easy or happy place for children to be.
th
Lots of things changed in the 19 century about what children could and couldn’t do. One of the most important
changes was that children had to stop working in the factories and mines and go to school instead.
In 1880, the government passed a law that said all children between the ages of 5 and 10 had to go to school.
Not long after that in 1891, children were able to go to school for free if they were between the ages of 5 and 13.
Today, children start their education before they are 5 years old and keep learning after they are 13 years old.
Nursery is probably the first place children go to learn, then a primary school. When children are 11 years old,
they start going to a secondary school, before deciding whether they would like to go to college, or even
university. Since 2015, it is compulsory for children to keep learning in some way until they are 18 years old.
Priory Primary School hasn’t always been a primary school. Also, it hasn’t always been where it is now!
In 1930, the school opened in Priory Hall and looked after infant children. Today, Priory Hall is a place where
people can get married and is part of Priory Park.
The school has been where it is now since 1932. At the same time as the school opened, the Priory Estate was
built so that the children who lived there had somewhere to go to school.
To begin with, there were two different schools on Limes Road, with one for infant children and one for junior
children. Both schools joined together to make Priory Primary School in 1985.
The school joined the Hales Valley Trust in 2017, so that we can all share our good work. The other academy
schools in our trust are Lutley Primary, Lapal Primary, Woodside Primary and Hurst Hill Primary schools.

Concept: Equality (Democratic link – Rule of Law)
These concepts should weave through all aspects of this topic.
For example:
 What job would you like to do when you grow up? What do you need to know so that you can do that
job? Who would be the best person, or people, to teach you about it?
 Apart from your teacher, who helps you to learn? What do they teach you? Why might they teach you?
 Do you have a right to go to school? Why is it so important? Do you think you should pay to go to school?
 Would you have liked to be an infant child in the past? Why/why not? Compare and contrast.
 Are teachers better now than they were in the past? Why/why not? Compare and contrast.
 How is school different to when your parents or grandparents were there? What about other people in
your family who are older than you? Compare and contrast.

Year 2 History Flight Concept: Change
National Curriculum Focus: Events beyond living memory that
are significant nationally or globally: the first aeroplane flight.

Builds on knowledge & skills: Y1 History (Transport Then and
Now); Y1 Geography (Weather).

What should I know already?

Recommended Reads






That maps can tell us about different parts of the world, and
that the United Kingdom is one of many countries in the
world;
That there are different ways for people and goods to travel
on a regional, national and international scale;
That the weather changes and looks different during each
season of the year.

Key vocabulary
Astronaut

A person who is trained to travel in a spacecraft.
Yuri Gagarin was the first astronaut in space.

Ornithopter

A machine that uses flapping wings to fly. Leonardo Da
Vinci’s designed the first ornithopter over 500 years ago.

Aviation

Anything to do with making or running a machine
that can fly. These machines are called aircraft.

Pilot

Somebody who is allowed to fly a plane. Orville Wright was
the first pilot of an aeroplane, the Wright Flyer, in 1903.

Concorde

A supersonic aircraft that was made by the UK and
France and could carry passengers.

Pioneer

The first person to use a new idea or invention. The
Montgolfier and Wright brothers were aviation pioneers.

Drone

An aircraft that doesn’t need a pilot and is flown
using a remote control.

Supersonic

Being able to travel quicker than the speed of sound.
Concorde could cross the Atlantic Ocean in less than 3 hours.

Helicopter

An aircraft that is able to fly both up and down
and forwards and backwards in small spaces.

Transatlantic

Making a journey that crosses the Atlantic Ocean. The first
transatlantic flight took place in 1919.

Invent

To make or design something new. Somebody
who invents something is called an inventor.

Zeppelin

Another name for an airship. Zeppelins use the same ideas as
a hot air balloon to fly but can carry a lot more passengers.

Key knowledge – How has flight helped us reach every part of the world and beyond?
Where did the first
ideas about flight come
from?






How did people first
begin to fly?





Who invented the first
working aeroplane?






Human beings have wanted to be able to fly like birds for a long time. For example, kites were invented by the
Chinese thousands of years ago. They were used for lots of different things like sending messages.
The story of Icarus and his father Daedalus has also been told for centuries – Daedalus made wings out of
feathers and wax so they could both fly away from prison, but Icarus flew too close to the sun and the wax in his
wings melted.
About 500 years ago, the artist Leonardo Da Vinci wrote about and designed lots of different inventions to do
with flight. Most of them were ornithopters and helped future inventors to create their own designs. Da Vinci
also came up with ideas for aeroplanes, helicopters and parachutes.
The Montgolfier brothers invented the first hot air balloon and the first flight of one with a pilot took place in
1783 in Paris, the capital city of France. Smoke from a small fire made hot air rise and fill the balloon.
Soon after, gliders started to be made that used the air and wind to help them to fly. Glider inventors kept
changing their designs to make them fly further and carry a pilot, but they knew they needed more power.
Zeppelins, or airships, started to carry passengers and mail in 1910. They were able to fly a long way without
stopping, and in 1929 one travelled around the world. However, because they were full of gas they could be
dangerous and catch fire.
The Wright brothers, Orville and Wilbur, invented the Wright Flyer, which was the first working aeroplane that
could be flown by a pilot. It was the first flight in an aeroplane powered by a motor.
Orville was the pilot of the Wright Flyer and used it to fly 36 metres. The aeroplane stayed in the air for 12
seconds, but it was a bit difficult to control.
th
The flight took place on 17 December 1903 in the United States of America (USA), at a place called Kitty Hawk
in North Carolina.
After another two years hard work and a few changes, the Wright Flyer III was flown by Wilbur for 39 minutes.
He was able to fly it in circles as well as in a straight line and it flew about 24 miles.

Why is Amelia Earhart
such an important
pilot?






Which flying inventions
have helped people to
travel faster and further
than before?






How many different
ways to fly do we know
about today?






th

At the start of the 20 century, there was a group of women who were as successful in aviation as men.
Raymonde de Laroche was the first woman to be allowed to fly a plane, and Harriet Quimby was the first
woman to fly a plane across the English Channel.
Amelia Earhart was another pioneer and the first woman to be a passenger in a plane that travelled across the
Atlantic Ocean. In 1932, four years after this, she made her own transatlantic crossing as a pilot.
Sadly, Earhart disappeared while she was trying to fly around the world in 1937. This would have been a world
record because of the distance she was going to travel. No one knows what happened to her or her plane, but
most people think she crashed into the sea.
The helicopter began to be made and used a lot more during the 1940s. Instead of only moving forwards and
backwards, it can also fly up and down in small spaces. A good use of a helicopter is as an air ambulance.
Concorde was an aeroplane that was built by Britain and France in the 1960s. It was the first aeroplane that
could go on a supersonic flight, which made it a very quick and popular way for passengers to make transatlantic
crossings.
The USA and Russia raced each other to see who could fly into space first. Yuri Gagarin was Russian and flew
into space on Vostok I in 1961, whilst Neil Armstrong was American and flew to the Moon on Apollo 11 in 1969.
Neil Armstrong even took a piece of the Wright Flyer with him!
We can now make and use machines that that can fly without a pilot. For example, drones can be used to take
pictures and videos of places we cannot travel to very easily.
Most of the aircraft we use are improving. For example, aeroplanes that carry passengers are bigger and faster
than they’ve ever been, can fly for longer and use less fuel than they used to, which helps to look after our
planet. Planes are also used a lot more for moving mail, goods and soldiers around the world in a quick way.
Space travel is also getting better. Since the 1960s, astronauts can now live in space for months at a time at the
International Space Station, like Tim Peake did in 2015. Some companies are also starting to take passengers
into space.

Concept: Change
These concepts should weave through all aspects of this topic.
For example:

 How do you travel from one place to another? How long does it take you? Which way do you think is the
best way to travel? Compare and contrast.

 Is there anywhere in the world that you would like to explore? Why? How would you get there? What
about out of this world?

 If you could invent your own way to fly, what would you design? Why?
 How are the ways we fly today better than the ways we used to fly? Compare and contrast.
 How could we make sure we can still fly to so many places and look after the planet at the same time?


Year 3 History The Romans in Britain Concept: Democracy
National Curriculum Focus: The Roman Empire and its impact
on Britain.

Builds on knowledge & skills: Y1 History (Transport Then and
Now); KS1 Geography (United Kingdom, Continents).

What should I know already?

Recommended Reads






That the United Kingdom is made up of four countries (England.
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland) and is part of the continent
of Europe;
That the Romans were in Britain in 43AD and built the first road
network in the country;
That there are significant differences between the United Kingdom
and the Romans’ country of origin in the Mediterranean, Italy,
including culture, belief systems, technology and physical features.

Key vocabulary
Celts

The people who lived in Britain before the Romans
invaded in 43AD and fought against them.

Invade

To go to a country and try to take it over using force. The
Roman Empire was created by invading most of Europe.

Conquer

To take over and defeat another country using
force. Britain was conquered after three attempts.

Legion

A group of around 5,000 soldiers in the Roman army. Three
legions stayed in Britannia after it was conquered.

Convert

To change your religious beliefs. Many Romans
th
converted to Christianity during the 4 century.

Numerals

The symbols that we use to represent a number. Roman
numerals are still used today: I = 1, V = 5 and X = 10.

Democracy

A system where many people decide the law. This
was the job of the Senate in the Roman Empire.

Province

An area that has been taken over by another country. Britain
became the province of Britannia when it was conquered.

Druids

The leaders of Celtic religion, like a priest is today.
Druids also knew about law and mathematics.

Rebellion

To fight against the rules of somebody in charge. Boudicca
rebelled against the Romans by burning down three cities.

Empire

A group of countries controlled by one person.
Emperors were in charge of the Roman Empire.

Tribute

Money or gifts that are given to one country by another one.
Britain gave the Roman Empire tribute to stop an invasion.

Key knowledge – What have the Romans ever done for us?
What made the Romans
so powerful?



You will learn more
about this in Y6 –
Ancient Egypt.



Why did it take the
Romans three attempts
to conquer Britain?







You will learn more
about this in Y5 –
Vikings in Britain.

Who was Boudicca and
why was she such a
threat to the Romans?







Rome was a republic at first, so important decisions were made in the Senate. However, democracy wasn’t
popular with everybody and many important men fought to become a ruler of Rome who could be in charge of
everything. In 31BC, Octavian won the Battle of Actium and became Emperor Augustus of the Roman Empire.
To build a powerful empire and make sure everybody followed their rules, Rome needed a powerful army. The
Roman army was very strong and included catapults, horses and about 180,000 soldiers split into legions.
At its biggest, the Roman Empire had spread across two different continents. It ruled over most of Western
Europe, including nearly every country with a border on the Mediterranean Sea, and a lot of North Africa.
It is not clear why the Romans invaded Britain. One reason might be that the Celts had helped to fight against
the Romans in Gaul (which is now France) and the Romans wanted revenge. Another reason could have been
that Britain had lots of precious metals underground that the Romans wanted, like iron, silver and gold.
The Roman general Julius Caesar first tried to invade Britain in 55BC. He bought two legions of soldiers with him
and won some battles against the Celts, but he couldn’t win completely so he went back to Rome.
Caesar tried to invade again in 54BC with five legions of soldiers instead of two. His army landed in Kent and got
all the way to the River Thames, but he left again after the Celts agreed to pay tribute to the Romans.
The emperor Claudius finally conquered Britain in 43AD with four legions and an extra 25,000 soldiers. There
was still fighting for many years, but Britain now belonged to the Romans and became the province of Britannia.
By 60AD, the Romans were trying to conquer Wales and more of southern England. However, they were so
cruel to the Celts that some of them rebelled. Boudicca was the leader of the Iceni tribe from East Anglia.
After the Romans tried to defeat her tribe, Boudicca gathered an army and destroyed the new Roman cities of
Camulodunum (Colchester), Verulamium (St. Albans) and Londinium (London).
Boudicca’s rebellion was finally defeated in a battle somewhere near the Roman road of Watling Street. No one
knows how she died: it could have been from illness, the shock of losing the battle or from drinking poison. We
don’t know where she is buried either – it could be Stonehenge, or even under King’s Cross Station in London!

What did the Romans
do to improve life in the
province of Britannia?








What
were
the
different belief systems
of Roman Britain?



You will learn more
about this during Y5.



Why did the Romans
abandon Britannia?



You will learn more
about this in Y3 – Anglo
Saxons and Scots.







Most of our language comes from Latin, which the Romans used to speak, and we also use Roman numerals to
tell the time and for dating things like films. As well as this, the Romans created the ‘solar calendar’, which uses
365 or 366 days for one year and has months named after different Roman gods and rulers.
Many laws that we use in our democracy came from Roman laws, like sanctions for breaking rules. The Roman
emperor being in charge of the Senate is a bit like the Prime Minister being in charge of the government.
One of the best examples of Roman building is Hadrian’s Wall, which you can still visit today. It was built by
Emperor Hadrian in 122AD as the northern border of Britannia and to keep out the Celts from Scotland. The
Romans also built straight roads throughout the country to make journeys as short as possible, aqueducts for
transporting water and even invented concrete and central heating for their houses, called villas.
Roman towns were important for trade and democracy. They were built in straight lines with running water,
sewers and public baths. Examples we can see today include Caerwent in Wales and the Roman Baths in Bath.
The Celts believed in many gods and made sacrifices to them in the same way that the Romans did. However,
most of the gods and goddesses that they followed had a link to nature, like a god who made clouds and rain.
The Romans believed that Jupiter was king of the gods and they were all part of one family. Each god had their
own temple in a town and looked after different parts of Roman life, like the sun, the sea and life after death.
Christians in the Roman Empire were often killed for believing in one god. This got better in time and by 200AD,
Christianity reached Britannia. Emperor Constantine converted in 312AD and a year later he changed the law so
that people had the right to believe whatever they wanted to. Many Romans had converted by 320AD.
Britannia was never a completely peaceful province, as tribes would try and invade from over Hadrian’s Wall
and from the sea in the south. In 210AD, Britannia was split into Britannia Inferior (north) and Britannia Superior
(south), with York and London as their capital cities, to stop too many soldiers from being in one place at a time.
Because the Roman Empire was so big, the Roman army had to fight in lots of different countries at a time.
Britannia was abandoned in 410AD because of the number of invasions there and close to Rome itself.
After the Romans left Britain, there was a lot of fighting between the Picts from Scotland and invaders like the
Anglo-Saxons. The Roman Empire continued to get smaller and was conquered completely in 476AD.

Concept: Democracy – Rule of law and political processes – The Romans
These concepts should weave through all aspects of this topic.
For example:

 How are wars fought today? Why are they fought? Compare and contrast.
 How does democracy work in modern day Britain? How does this link to British values? Are there
countries in the world that do not have a democracy? What does that look like? Compare and contrast.

 What goods are traded within and between countries in the twenty-first century? How are these goods
transported? Compare and contrast.

 How is peace maintained? What laws, treaties and organisations do we have today that safeguard our
human rights, such as religious freedom?

 What legacy would you like to leave behind at the end of your life? How would you want to be
remembered?

Year 4 History The Changing Power of Monarchs Concept: Power
National Curriculum Focus: A study of an aspect or theme in British history
that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066: the changing
power of monarchs.

Builds on knowledge & skills: KS1 History (Transport Then and Now); KS1
Geography (United Kingdom, Continents); Y3 History (Priory Ruins).

What should I know already?

Recommended Reads





That the United Kingdom is made up of separate countries;
That the world is made up of separate continents and that
the United Kingdom is part of the continent of Europe;
That the monasteries of England were closed during the
reign of Henry VIII.

Key vocabulary
Ancestor

Someone you are related to a long time into the
past. William I is an ancestor of Elizabeth II.

Divorce

The end of a marriage by law. Henry VIII divorced two of his
six wives after becoming head of the Church of England.

British Empire

A collection of countries, or territories, under the
control of the monarch of Great Britain.

Heir

The person who will become the next ruler of a kingdom
when the current monarch dies.

Catholic

A believer in Christianity who is a member of the
Catholic Church, which is ruled by the Pope.

Monarch

The person in charge of a country, usually a king or queen.
The countries ruled over by a monarch are called a realm.

Civil war

A war between people from the same country to
decide who should be in charge.

Pax
Britannica

The period between 1815 and 1914 when the British Empire
was most powerful. Pax Britannica means ‘British Peace’.

Commonwealth

The 54 states and countries that used to be a part
of the British Empire. Elizabeth II is its head.

Reign

The length of time a monarch rules for. The reign of Elizabeth
II is nearly 70 years long and is the longest in British history.

Descendants

Someone you are related to a long time into the
future. Elizabeth II is a descendant of William I.

Succession

The formal process of replacing a monarch. Prince Charles is
heir to the British throne and leads the line of succession.

Key knowledge – How did Henry VIII and the House of Tudor shape the monarchy of 21st century Britain?
How did Henry VIII
become
king
of
England?





Why did Henry VIII
establish the Church of
England?





How did Henry and his
family expand their
kingdom?









Since William I became king in 1066, every monarch is one of his descendants. However, there have been many
civil wars to decide who should rule the country over the last thousand years or so.
th
The Wars of the Roses was a civil war fought between the House of York and the House of Lancaster in the 15
century. In 1485, Henry Tudor (Lancaster) defeated Richard III (York) in battle and became Henry VII.
During his reign, Henry VII introduced new taxes to help restore law and order after over thirty years of civil war.
He ruled England until 1509, when his son Henry became Henry VIII.
Henry was desperate for a male heir and only had a daughter from his marriage to Catherine of Aragon. As a
Catholic, Henry could not divorce her, so he became the head of the Church of England instead of the Pope.
Now that Henry was in charge of the church, he began the dissolution of the monasteries by taking control of
the church’s money, property and land. Many buildings were demolished and religious leaders killed.
Henry could now marry as many times as he wanted, and in total he had six wives. An easy way to remember
what happened to each of his wives is the rhyme: ‘Divorced, beheaded, died; divorced, beheaded, survived’.
During his reign, Henry VIII joined England and Wales into one kingdom, and also became King of Ireland.
Henry fought many wars in mainland Europe, but not always successfully. However, he was responsible for
greatly increasing the number of ships belonging to England, making him one of the founders of the Royal Navy.
Some of today’s royal palaces were built or updated by Henry VIII, such as St. James’ Palace and Windsor Castle.
When Henry died in 1547, his only son became Edward VI. His two daughters later became Mary I (1553-1558)
and Elizabeth I (1558-1603), making sure the House of Tudor ruled for over 115 years.
Tudor monarchs sent explorers around the world, such as Sir Frances Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh. Drake
defeated the Spanish Armada and was the first Englishman to sail around the world, whilst Raleigh brought
tobacco and the potato to England from South America.
When Elizabeth I died in 1603, King James VI of Scotland became James I of England, which was the first time
Scotland and England had the same monarch and the first step towards forming the United Kingdom.

Why were the Acts of
Union so important?





How did the British
Empire become so
powerful and why is
there no British Empire
today?







What is the role of the
monarch in charge of
the United Kingdom
today?






In 1707, Queen Anne had a law passed in parliament called the Acts of Union. This meant that Wales, Scotland
and England would join together to create the United Kingdom of Great Britain.
By uniting, British countries agreed to share a monarch, parliament and currency. The Union Jack used the
English and Scottish flags to represent Great Britain, although its design has changed since.
In 1801, another Act of Union was passed to create the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, using most
of the same rules as before.
To make sure they became the most powerful country in the world, Great Britain fought many wars on land and
at sea, conquering several new territories and taking control of their people and natural resources. They also
controlled the trade routes across the oceans, helping the British Empire grow in the Americas, Africa and Asia.
The Industrial Revolution meant that the worldwide slave trade was abolished as machines replaced people.
Industrialisation in Britain was rapid and goods could easily be transported around the British Empire.
Great Britain fought in many major wars in Europe, and by 1815 had become the most powerful country in the
world. Pax Britannica made Britain a ‘global policeman’ in charge of keeping world peace until World War I.
In 1931, the Commonwealth of Nations was formed to allow territories in the British Empire to have a greater
say in how they were run. By the end of World War II, most of these countries had been given independence. By
1949, the Commonwealth as we know it started, with all of its member countries being treated as equals.
Since 1952, the monarch of the United Kingdom has been Elizabeth II. She is the longest serving monarch in
British history and the longest reigning monarch living in the world today.
Amongst her many responsibilities, the Queen is Head of the Armed Forces and Supreme Governor of the
Church of England, therefore giving her some of the same duties as her ancestor Henry VIII.
The Queen is also Head of the Commonwealth and the reigning monarch in 16 Commonwealth realms, including
the United Kingdom.
When the Queen dies, the line of succession will be agreed between The Royal Family and parliament. The law
changed in 2013 so that the line of succession includes men and women equally rather than male descendants
first. Prince Charles, the current Prince of Wales, is the heir apparent.

Concept: Power
These concepts should weave through all aspects of this topic.
For example:
 What goods are traded within and between countries in the twenty-first century? How are these goods
transported? Compare and contrast.
 What are the reasons for modern day immigration? Why might people from one country choose to settle
in another? Do they always have a choice? Compare and contrast.
 How is peace maintained? What laws, treaties and organisations do we have today that safeguard our
human rights, such as religious freedom and equality?
 How are wars fought today? Why are they fought? Compare and contrast.
 How does democracy work in modern day Britain? How does this link to British values? Is one person
responsible for running the country or many? Is this the best way to do it? Compare and contrast.

Year 5 History Changing Britain: Stone Age to Iron Age Concept: Change
National Curriculum Focus: Changes in Britain from the Stone
Age to the Iron Age.

Builds on knowledge & skills: Y3 History (The Romans in Britain); Y3
Geography (UK Physical and Human Features); Y4 Geography (UK Land
Use), Y4 Science (Classification, Food Chains).

What should I know already?

Recommended Reads





That the United Kingdom’s physical and human geographical
features, in particular its land usage, have changed over
time;
That humans and animals are dependent on the flora and
fauna around them in order to survive.

Key vocabulary
Archaeology

The study of history by looking at objects (or
artefacts) from the past.

Neanderthals

One of the earliest known types of human being, which is
now extinct.

Doggerland

A now flooded area of the North Sea that once
joined Britain to mainland Europe.

Neolithic

The latest period of the Stone Age. Etymology: Neo (‘new’),
lithos (‘stone’) = New Stone Age.

Etymology

The study of the history and meaning of words in a
language.

Oppidum

Large settlements, often defended by walls or ditches, in
each tribal area. The plural of oppidum is oppida.

Fossils

The preserved remains of plant and animal
matter.

Ore

Rock mined from underground that is rich in metal minerals,
such as copper and tin.

Homo sapiens

The scientific name for modern humans.
Etymology: Homo (‘man’), sapiens (‘wise’).

Palaeolithic

The earliest period of the Stone Age. Etymology: Palaios
(‘old’), lithos (‘stone’) = Old Stone Age.

Mesolithic

The middle period of the Stone Age. Etymology:
Meso (‘middle’), lithos (‘stone’) = Middle Stone
Age.

Prehistory

The period of time in the past before people were able to
write.

Key knowledge – How did the changes in prehistoric Britain help to advance human development?
Why did Stone Age
people
settle
in
prehistoric Britain?





What are the defining
features of the Stone
Age?








What are the defining
features of the Bronze
Age?





Britain was once joined to mainland Europe. This meant all types of humans, including Neanderthals, could
migrate freely, and in approximately 40,000BC, Homo sapiens first arrived here.
By approximately 33,000BC, the Ice Age had made Britain uninhabitable. Humans retreated to mainland Europe,
returning to Britain in around 11,000BC as climate conditions improved.
Melting ice sheets caused sea levels to rise, and in approximately 6500BC the area of land connecting Britain to
mainland Europe, now known as Doggerland, was submerged. This made Britain an island by increasing the size
of the North Sea and creating the English Channel.
Due to its size, the Stone Age is split into the Palaeolithic (approximately 800,000BC – 11,000BC), Mesolithic
(approximately 11,000BC – 6,000BC) and Neolithic (approximately 6,000BC – 2,200BC) periods. We can use
etymology to work out the meanings of these names.
The tools and weapons from this period were made of stone, giving it the name ‘Stone’ Age.
Fire was discovered in Palaeolithic times, probably as a result of a naturally occurring event like a lightning
strike. Fire became vital for light, heat, cooking, clearing woodland and other vegetation, industry and
protection from predators.
In the late Neolithic period (around 4400BC), cave dwelling humans began to evolve from hunter gatherers who
got food from hunting, fishing and foraging into farmers by building village settlements and cultivating the
land.
The Bronze Age began in around 2200BC, when tools, weapons and ornaments cast in moulds started to be
manufactured from bronze, hence its name.
Bronze is a mixture of copper and tin: the ore of each metal was mined to use in Britain, but also to trade
abroad. Bronze was very valuable because Britain was one of the only sources of tin ore in Europe.
Agriculture developed further, with stone walls being built to divide the countryside into fields for various uses.
By the late Bronze Age, stone roundhouses became the most common type of dwelling.

What are the defining
features of the Iron
Age?







How has the belief
systems of prehistoric
Britain influenced our
way of life today?





What evidence is there
to help us understand
more about prehistoric
Britain and its people?










The Iron Age began in around 800BC, when tools, weapons and ornaments cast in moulds started to be
manufactured from iron, hence its name.
Life in the Iron Age was very similar to the late Bronze Age, although settlements began to increase in size
because of the growing population. As a result, tribal kingdoms developed and oppida such as Colchester
became the ‘capital cities’ of each kingdom. Each oppidum was an important centre of trade, helping to forge
links with the Roman Empire.
Although the Romans first invaded Britain under the command of Julius Caesar in 55BC, they were defeated by
Britons using iron weaponry and chariots. They were unable to conquer Britain until 43AD.
The end of the Iron Age in 43AD is also the end of prehistory, as the Romans began to use written records.
Stonehenge is a stone monument completed in the Bronze Age. It marks a Neolithic burial site, but may also
have had other purposes, such as an astronomical clock to track the sun, moon and stars.
Originally, people were buried together in large pits called barrows. By the Bronze Age, round barrows had
developed in place of longer, rectangular spaces. Over time, people began to be cremated: instead of their
bodies being buried, their remains were burned, placed in pottery urns and buried instead.
Prehistoric humans were most likely pagans who believed in many gods. Hoards of valuables were often buried
with human remains as offerings and to show the power and wealth of a person.
Archaeologists have discovered several human fossils, such as the Stone Age remains of the Cheddar Man in
Cheddar Gorge, Somerset, and the Boxgrove Man near the coast of West Sussex. Other artefacts have also been
discovered throughout Britain, such as Iron Age coins and Bronze Age pottery.
Skara Brae, a village on the Scottish island of Orkney, is excellently preserved: it’s thought to have been
abandoned and later buried by storms. Historians believe people lived there in around 3180BC.
Although they already existed in the late Bronze Age, hill forts, such as Maiden Castle in Dorset, and brochs
(Scottish settlements with towers) became common defensive structures in the Iron Age.
Some of the mines used to gather raw materials across all three ages have been found, such as the Great Orme
in Llandudno, Wales. The narrow tunnels tell us that working conditions were very difficult.
There are clear examples of Neolithic rock art around the country, such as Doddington Moor in
Northumberland, where carvings were most likely used to help humans navigate the countryside.
Roman written records provide information about the late Iron Age, such as the names of tribal leaders.

Concept: Change
These concepts should weave through all aspects of this topic, allowing for the opportunity to compare and
contrast.
For example:
 What are the reasons for modern day immigration? Why might people from one country choose to settle
in another?
 What goods are traded within and between countries in the twenty-first century? How are these goods
transported?
 How is climate change affecting our planet? What impact could it have on the Britain that you live in?
 What changes have there been in technology and industry in your lifetime? How are they different
compared to your parents or grandparents? What do you think will change for the next generation?
 What legacy would you like to leave behind at the end of your life? How would you want to be
remembered?

Year 6 History Ancient Egypt Concept: Change
National Curriculum Focus: The achievements of the earliest
civilizations – Ancient Egypt.

Builds on knowledge & skills: Y3 History (The Romans in Britain); UKS2
Geography (Rivers, World Atlas and Globes); KS1 Geography (Africa, Continents,
Map Skills).

What should I know already?

Recommended Reads




That Egypt is a country located on the continent of Africa
and its early civilisation predates the Roman Empire;
That rivers, such as the River Nile, are vital in order to
support life within settlements.

Key vocabulary
Afterlife

Life after death. Protections like The Book of the
Dead helped the Egyptians travel to the afterlife.

Hieroglyphics

A complex collection of letters, words and symbols called
hieroglyphs. Scribes had the job of reading and writing them.

Canopic jars

Jars that stored a mummy’s organs. Each organ
was protected by a god shown on the jar’s lid.

Mummification

The process that preserves a body and prepares it for the
afterlife, including using natron (salt) and amulets (charms).

Cartouche

An oval containing hieroglyphs, often found in
tombs, that spells out the name of a pharaoh.

Papyrus

A material made from reeds that grow on the banks of the
River Nile. It was mainly used to make paper scrolls.

Civilisation

The way of life for a particular group of people.
Another example would be the Ancient Greeks.

Sarcophagus

The decorated coffin of a pharaoh or important ancient
Egyptian. A sarcophagus was usually made out of stone.

Dynasty

A line of rulers that passed on their duties.
Pharaohs usually came from family dynasties.

Tomb

A place to bury the dead. A pharaoh’s tomb could be a
pyramid, like at Giza, or a series of underground chambers.

Egyptology

The study of Ancient Egyptian language, history
and culture by Egyptologists like Howard Carter.

Valley

A low area of land between hills, like the Valley of the Kings.
Some valleys have rivers running through them like the Nile.

Key knowledge – How has Egyptology revealed the secrets of Ancient Egyptian civilisation?
Where was Ancient
Egypt and how was it
ruled?





How important was the
River Nile to Ancient
Egyptian civilisation?






What information was
recorded by the Ancient
Egyptians and for what
purpose?



How did a typical
Egyptian family live?








Ancient Egyptian civilisation began nearly 6000 years ago. On the African continent, it was split into Upper
Egypt and Lower Egypt and contained the Black Land next to the River Nile and the Red Land of the deserts.
Most of Ancient Egyptian civilisation was divided into dynasties, including the three kingdoms of Old, Middle
and New. The pharaoh was the political and religious leader of all of Egypt’s lands and their citizens.
Over time, the Egyptian civilisation became less and less powerful. In 31BC, during the reign of the pharaoh
Cleopatra VII, Egypt lost the Battle of Actium and became a province of the Roman Empire.
The River Nile is the longest river in Africa and the world, and was vital for the survival of the Ancient Egyptians.
The earliest Egyptians settled on the banks of the Nile from approximately 3500BC. The lack of rainfall in Egypt
meant the Nile provided all the means for growing food, as well as being a key trade route. Papyrus reeds also
grew wild along the banks and could be used to make paper scrolls and even boats for transport.
The Egyptian calendar was split into three seasons based around the patterns of the Nile: the flooding season
Akhet (June-September), the growing season Peret (October-February) and the harvesting season Shemu
(March-May). During Peret, a thick layer of black, fertile soil was left behind as the flood waters drained away.
The Ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphics to record many things, such as the achievements of their pharaohs
and the key events of their calendar. Many alphabets and number systems today can be traced back to them.
Hieroglyphics are a mixture of words, numbers and symbols, making them hard to read. They were written onto
papyrus scrolls by scribes and also carved into the walls of buildings, like the cartouches found in royal tombs.
The discovery of the Rosetta Stone in 1799 meant that hieroglyphs could be translated and understood for the
first time. This was made possible mainly through the work of the Frenchman Jean-Francois Champollion.
Most Ancient Egyptian families lived in small villages close to the River Nile and traded with each other for any
food or goods that they couldn’t produce themselves. Their homes were built from mudbricks.
Women were responsible for looking after their families, although they could do jobs like basket weaving. Most
men either worked on buildings for the pharaoh or in the fields, but some worked as scribes or craftsmen.

What were the belief
systems of the Ancient
Egyptians?





How
did
Ancient
Egyptians successfully
reach the afterlife?
You will learn more
about this in Y6 – The
Mayans.
Why has Egyptology
been so important in
helping us understand
the Ancient Egyptians?











The Ancient Egyptians were polytheists like the Romans and Ancient Greeks. Their gods and goddesses all had
different roles in making Ancient Egypt a peaceful and balanced place, such as the sun god Ra.
Each god and goddess had their own temple where they were worshipped by the temple priests and sometimes
the pharaoh. By building them out of stone, the Ancient Egyptians believed their temples would last forever.
When an ancient Egyptian died, they believed that they would travel through the Underworld to the afterlife.
Part of their belief was that the god Osiris would weigh their hearts to judge whether they had lived good lives.
Pharaohs and elite Egyptians went through many burial rituals to prepare for their journey to the afterlife.
Bodies were well preserved in the hot, dry conditions of Egypt, so mummification was the best process to use.
During embalming, the body was dried out using natron and the brain was thrown away. Its important organs
went into canopic jars before it was wrapped in linen bandages, with some layers containing amulets for
protection. Spells from the Book of the Dead were read during the wrapping and also written on the tomb walls.
The mummy went into its tomb inside a sarcophagus, along with important items like furniture and food. Old
Kingdom tombs were usually pyramids, but over time they were replaced with hidden underground chambers.
After the French conquered Egypt in 1798, Egyptology became popular all over Europe. Many countries raced
each other to find and claim Egyptian artefacts, such as the Rosetta Stone. Giovanni Belzoni found most of the
artefacts in the British Museum and also located some of the first tombs in the Valley of the Kings.
Egyptologists raced to excavate the Valley of the Kings over the next century or so. Theodore Davis found most
of the tombs but in 1922 British Egyptologist Howard Carter, working for Lord Carnarvon, discovered the royal
tomb of Tutankhamun – ‘The Boy King’. It was the first and remains the only intact pharaoh’s tomb to be found.
Ancient Egyptian records don’t say much about Tutankhamun’s (Tut’s) reign so Carter’s discovery was extremely
important. Because of it, we’ve learnt: about Tut’s dynastic line and how he restored traditional religion; that
Tut’s military advisor Ay made most of his important decisions; and that Tut’s unexpected early death meant he
couldn’t be buried in his own tomb. By examining his mummy, forensics and archaeology have also improved.

Concept: Change
These concepts should weave through all aspects of this topic.
For example:

 What goods are traded within and between countries in the twenty-first century? How are these goods
transported? Compare and contrast.

 Why is it important to learn about the civilisations of the past? What can we learn from how people used
to live to help us live better lives today?

 How is peace maintained and who is responsible for it? What laws, treaties and organisations do we have
today that safeguard our human rights, such as religious freedom?

 What legacy would you like to leave behind at the end of your life? How would you want to be
remembered?

